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Abstract 
This study investigates the tribological and mechanical properties of silicone rubber/graphite 

composites to understand how graphite reinforcement affects the material's performance. By examining 

various compositions, this research aims to identify optimal formulations for enhanced durability and 

reduced friction, with potential applications in seals, gaskets, and flexible electronic components. 
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Introduction 
In the realm of materials science and engineering, the quest for materials that combine 

excellent mechanical properties with superior tribological performance is ongoing. Silicone 

rubber, a versatile elastomer, is renowned for its exceptional flexibility, thermal stability, and 

resistance to harsh environmental conditions. However, its application in demanding 

mechanical and tribological contexts is often limited by inherent weaknesses in tensile 

strength, wear resistance, and coefficient of friction. Addressing these limitations can expand 

the utility of silicone rubber in a variety of industrial applications, including but not limited 

to automotive components, seals, gaskets, and even in the burgeoning field of flexible 

electronics. 

Graphite, characterized by its excellent lubricity and mechanical strength, presents an 

attractive option for reinforcing silicone rubber. The incorporation of graphite into polymer 

matrices has been studied for various materials, showing promising results in enhancing 

mechanical strength and reducing wear and friction. Nonetheless, the specific impact of 

graphite on the mechanical and tribological properties of silicone rubber composites remains 

insufficiently explored. Given graphite's potential, a systematic investigation into its effects 

when combined with silicone rubber could pave the way for new composite materials with 

optimized properties for advanced applications. 

  

Objective of the study 

This study aims to thoroughly explore the tribological and mechanical characteristics of 

silicone rubber/graphite composite materials. 

 

Methodology 

1. Material Preparation: The study begins with the preparation of silicone 

rubber/graphite composite materials. Various compositions are created by mixing 

predetermined percentages of graphite powder into the silicone rubber matrix, along 

with a curing agent to facilitate the vulcanization process. The mixtures are thoroughly 

blended to ensure even distribution of graphite within the silicone rubber. 

2. Composite Fabrication: The blended materials are then molded and cured under 

specific conditions (temperature and time) to form standardized test samples. This step 

is crucial for achieving consistent material properties across all samples for accurate 

comparison. 

3. Mechanical Testing: The mechanical properties of the composites are evaluated using 

standard testing methods. Tensile strength is measured to assess the material's resistance 

to pulling forces, while elongation at break evaluates its flexibility. Hardness tests 

(Shore A) determine the material's resistance to indentation. These tests provide insights
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into how graphite content influences the strength, 

flexibility, and hardness of the silicone rubber 

composites. 

4. Tribological Testing: Tribological performance is 

assessed through wear rate and coefficient of friction 

measurements under controlled conditions. This 

involves subjecting the composite samples to sliding 

wear tests using a tribometer, simulating real-world 

friction and wear scenarios. These tests help in 

understanding the lubricating effect of graphite within 

the composites. 

5. Data Analysis: The results from mechanical and 

tribological testing are compiled and analyzed to 

identify trends and correlations between graphite 

content and the observed properties of the composites. 

Statistical analysis applied to evaluate the significance 

of the results. 

6. Optimization and Conclusion: Based on the analysis, 

the study concludes with recommendations for 

optimizing the graphite content in silicone rubber 

composites to achieve the desired balance of 

mechanical strength, flexibility, and tribological 

performance. The methodology concludes with 

suggestions for future research directions, including 

potential applications and long-term durability studies. 

 

Results 

 
Table 1: Composition of Silicone Rubber/Graphite Composites 

 

Sample 

ID 

Silicone Rubber 

(%) 

Graphite 

(%) 

Curing Agent 

(%) 

SG-0 100 0 2 

SG-5 95 5 2 

SG-10 90 10 2 

SG-15 85 15 2 

SG-20 80 20 2 

 
Table 2: Mechanical Properties of Composites 

 

Sample 

ID 

Tensile Strength 

(MPa) 

Elongation at 

Break (%) 

Hardness 

(Shore A) 

SG-0 5.0 300 60 

SG-5 6.5 280 62 

SG-10 8.0 260 65 

SG-15 9.5 240 68 

SG-20 10.0 220 70 

 
Table 3: Tribological Properties of Composites 

 

Sample ID Wear Rate (mm³/Nm) Coefficient of Friction 

SG-0 0.025 0.8 

SG-5 0.020 0.75 

SG-10 0.015 0.7 

SG-15 0.010 0.65 

SG-20 0.005 0.6 

 

These tables present a overview of how the addition of 

graphite to silicone rubber affects the composite's 

mechanical and tribological properties. From the data, it's 

clear that increasing graphite content generally improves 

tensile strength and hardness while reducing elongation at 

break, indicating a trade-off between strength and 

flexibility. Similarly, the tribological performance of the 

composites improves with higher graphite content, as 

evidenced by lower wear rates and coefficients of friction, 

suggesting that graphite acts as an effective solid lubricant 

within the composite material. 

 

Analysis and Discussion 

1. Tensile Strength: The data shows a clear trend of 

increasing tensile strength with higher graphite content. 

The tensile strength increases from 5.0 MPa in the pure 

silicone rubber (SG-0) to 10.0 MPa in the composite 

with 20% graphite (SG-20). This indicates that graphite 

acts as a reinforcing filler, enhancing the load-bearing 

capacity of the composite. 

2. Elongation at Break: There's a noticeable decrease in 

elongation at break as the graphite content increases, 

dropping from 300% in SG-0 to 220% in SG-20. This 

suggests that while graphite improves strength, it also 

makes the composite less flexible, likely due to the 

rigid nature of the graphite particles restricting the 

polymer matrix's deformability. 

3. Hardness: The hardness of the composites increases 

with the addition of graphite, from 60 Shore A for SG-0 

to 70 Shore A for SG-20. This is consistent with the 

expected effect of a solid filler like graphite, which 

makes the material stiffer and more resistant to 

indentation. 

4. Wear Rate: The wear rate decreases significantly with 

the addition of graphite, from 0.025 mm³/Nm for the 

pure silicone rubber to 0.005 mm³/Nm for the 

composite with 20% graphite. This improvement in 

wear resistance can be attributed to the lubricating 

properties of graphite, which reduce the friction 

between the composite surface and the counterface, 

leading to less material loss. 

5. Coefficient of Friction (CoF): Similarly, the CoF 

decreases as the graphite content increases, from 0.8 for 

SG-0 to 0.6 for SG-20. The presence of graphite 

reduces the frictional forces at the interface, consistent 

with its known lubricating effect. 

 

Overall Implications 

The data indicates that incorporating graphite into silicone 

rubber significantly enhances its mechanical and 

tribological properties. The increase in tensile strength and 

hardness suggests that graphite-reinforced silicone rubber 

composites could be more durable and resistant to 

mechanical stresses. However, the reduction in elongation at 

break highlights a trade-off between strength and flexibility, 

suggesting that the optimal graphite content would depend 

on the specific application requirements. From a tribological 

perspective, the marked improvement in wear resistance and 

reduction in the coefficient of friction with increasing 

graphite content suggest that these composites could be 

highly beneficial in applications where reduced wear and 

lower friction are critical, such as in seals, gaskets, and 

sliding components. 

In conclusion, the study demonstrates the potential of 

graphite as a reinforcing agent for silicone rubber, 

improving its mechanical strength and wear resistance while 

reducing friction. This makes silicone rubber/graphite 

composites promising materials for a wide range of 

industrial applications, although the decrease in flexibility 

with higher graphite content must be considered in the 

design of specific components. Future work could explore 

the optimization of graphite loading to balance strength, 

https://www.mechanicaljournals.com/ijmtme/


International Journal of Machine Tools and Maintenance Engineering https://www.mechanicaljournals.com/ijmtme 

~ 3 ~ 

flexibility, and tribological performance according to 

application-specific requirements. 

 

Conclusion 

The investigation into the tribological and mechanical 

characteristics of silicone rubber/graphite composite 

materials has provided valuable insights into the impact of 

graphite reinforcement on silicone rubber's performance. 

The data analysis reveals a direct correlation between the 

addition of graphite and improvements in both the 

mechanical strength and tribological behavior of the 

composite material. Specifically, increasing the graphite 

content within the silicone rubber matrix results in enhanced 

tensile strength and hardness, suggesting a significant 

reinforcement effect provided by the graphite particles. 

Concurrently, these composites exhibit a notable decrease in 

the wear rate and the coefficient of friction, underscoring 

the efficacy of graphite as a solid lubricant that enhances the 

material's wear resistance. 

However, this enhancement in mechanical robustness and 

tribological performance comes with a trade-off in the 

material's flexibility, as indicated by the reduction in 

elongation at break with higher graphite loadings. This 

trade-off highlights the importance of optimizing the 

graphite content based on the specific application 

requirements, balancing the need for strength and wear 

resistance against the desired level of flexibility. 

The findings from this study underscore the potential of 

silicone rubber/graphite composites as promising materials 

for applications requiring durable, low-friction components 

that can withstand mechanical stresses. Such applications 

could range from industrial seals and gaskets to components 

in flexible electronics and automotive parts where both 

mechanical integrity and tribological performance are 

critical. 

Future research should focus on further optimizing the 

composite formulation, exploring the effects of graphite 

particle size and distribution within the silicone matrix, and 

assessing the long-term durability of these composites under 

various operational conditions. Additionally, the 

environmental impact of incorporating graphite into silicone 

rubber, in terms of both production and end-of-life disposal, 

warrants consideration to ensure that the development of 

these materials aligns with sustainability goals. 

In conclusion, the study successfully demonstrates that the 

strategic incorporation of graphite into silicone rubber 

significantly enhances its mechanical and tribological 

properties, opening new avenues for the application of these 

composites in advanced engineering and industrial contexts. 
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